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CHALLENGES 


Infant Mortality: For the period 1996-2000, the infant mortality rate (IMR) for Mattapan (8 infant 
deaths per 1,000 live births) was 14% higher than the IMR for Boston (7 deaths per 1,000 live 
births). 


Sexually Transmitted Disease (STD) Incidence: In 2000, Mattapan had the second highest STD 
incidence rate (1,546 new cases per 100,000 population) among Boston neighborhoods, after South 
Dorchester. The Mattapan rate was 114% higher than the Boston rate (721 new cases per 100,000). 


Cumulative HIV Incidence: As of May 1, 2002, the cumulative HIV incidence rate for Mattapan 
(380 cases per 100,000 population) was 36% higher than the Boston rate (279 cases per 100,000). 


Cancer Mortality: During 1999-2000, the cancer mortality rate for Mattapan residents (199 deaths 
per 100,000 population) was 10% lower than the Boston rate (221 deaths per 100,000). However, 
the rate for Mattapan was still 25% above the national Healthy People 2010 target of no more than 
158.7 deaths per 100,000. 


